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е ee ЕН ВИН 


“ 


ТЕМТЬЕМЕМ OF THE COUNCIL AND Но" SE OF ПЕ, `, ЕЗЕЗТАТ!УЕВ ° 


‘ While humbly a¢knowledging‘our depe idenee on ‘ue kindress of 
God, let us return thanks for the inany blessiigs, which our people 
hve enjoyed during the past year, —peace in the midst of war, abund- 
ant harvests and general health. и While the whole country has been 
convulsed with the’throes оҒа mighty civil rabellion, devastating the 
tnest regions of ойг country, destroying the crops, and wasting the 
hard earned accumulations of 6 husbandman, depopulating and 
laying waste whole‘districts of cotthtry, sackin;, and destryoing towns, 
rumng commercial marts, and carrving want and destitution inte 
tens of {10038848 of ovce Lappy homes While Indian depredations 
and mass cres of untold ferocity arl brutality, and to an extent un- 
heard at in all the annals of ваузас war have been committed only 
jus‘ without Jur Из yet T'akuta has е spare? ail the inmediate 
eal nties of civil, and, то з great ети `+, the borrors of Indian war, 
vei our vie have been blesi Е with security әк prosperity 

Tre rst Legislative Авеш Му enacted a смі and riminal code, 
establi neu a revenue, militia and educ .' 214 system, formed all the 
counties which our settlements seemeu to require and passed тару 
other acts of necessary legislation Та 106 aware of many altera- 
tions or amendinents to our laws, which are at present demanded, 
though doubtless time and more experience in their practical opera- 
tions will suggest some 

I would recommend some legislation in reference to the establish- 
ment of Territorial Courts. No time or place for the holding of 
terms of the Territorial Courts having as yet been designated by any 
act of the Legislature, many cases which cannot be brought before 
the Federal Courts, will have to be postponed until some action is 
taken by, your honorable body upon this subject. 

The quéstions, which are most intimately connected with the wel- 
fure and settlement of Dakata,and.which will require your attention 
and consideration, are Tndian affairs and military protection to the 
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frontier. Although the Legislature has no direct control and ай- 
thority over these matters, yet it is very desirable, and, I think, ab- 
solutely necessary that you take cognizance of these subjects, and 
that you memorialize Congress in reference to them, and ask for 
tze adoption of prompt and vigorous measures, which shall quiet the 
apprehensions of the settlers, and give peace and perfect security,to 
all the border settlements. 


During the past year, we have had no formidable attack or appal- 
ing massacres, yet our people have suffered from Indian depredations, 
and the continual fear of being plundered and murdered by the rov- 
ing bands of lawless savages, who have been prowling around our 
settlements, has been the source of annoyance and alarm to all our 
citizens. 

The murder of Judge J. В Amidon and son at Sioux Falls, ос- 
curring iminediately upon the receipt of the first news of the terrible 
massacre of men, women and children‘in Minnesota, very justly : 
alarmed the settlers in that portion of the Territory. Knowing their 
entire inability to protect themselves against any considerable furce 
of Indians, with the small detachment of Dakota Cavalry І had 
stationed there, they wisely concluded to withdraw to the more thick- 
ly settled portions of the Territory lying upon the Missouri river. 
After the abandonment of that place, the Indians came in and des- 
troyed and burned the town and all the improvements in the sur- 
rounding country. Upon the reception of the news of ths attack, 
at Sioux Falls, coupled with the news of a great savage war in Min- 
nesota, and the actual presence of hostile bands in the vicimty of 
our towns, engaged in plunder and threatening war, a feeling of 
general alarm naturally spread through the Territory—and many of 
our.citizens moved temporarily into, Lowa. 


As we have but one military company stationed in the whole dis- 
trict of country between the Вас Sioux aud Fort Randall, and as this 
company was divided into several detachments, and could render only 
very limited protection to our scattered settlements, I issued a proc- 
lamation calling for the immediate organization of the entire militia 
of the Territory. Finding, however, that the feeling of insecurity 
was likely to depopulate some of our counties, I dispatched Lieuten- 
ant Kellam, a special messenger to Gen. Blunt, commanding the De- 


partment of Kansas, with letters and a requisition for arms, ammu- 
nition, and additional troops. Just at this time the Department of 
the North-West was created and Dakota was transferred from the 
Department of Kansas to the Department of the North-West. Some 
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delay was thus occasioned in the reception of arms, but as soon as 
the requisition was forwarded to Gen. Pope, he promptly responded 
to it, and we are now in possession of arms and ammunition sufficient 
for all our militia force. 

As ne troops could be sent to us immediately, I thought it neces- 
sary to call into active service a part of our militia, which would tend 
to restore confidence, and give us protection until United States 
troops could be stationed in our midst. 


I would recommend that an act be passed authorizing the Auditor 
of the Territory to audit the military accounts of the Territory, and 
to issue warrants sufficient to defray the expense connected with 
subsisting and paying the militia for the time they have been in 
actual service ; and that, when the amount is ascertained, the Legis- 
lature memorialize Congress for an appropriation sufficient to refund 
to the Territory all the expenses incurred by her in providing for 
the maintenance of the militia force. 


The Yankton Sioux and the Ponca Indians, the eerie tribes 
which are located upon their own reservations, in close proximity to 
our settlements, have remained friendly, and I see no good reason to 
apprehend any trouble with them, but believe that the same peaceful 
relations will eontinue with those tribes which have heretofore ex- 
isted. 

I regret to say that I fear we are to have trouble with the Sioux 
of the Upper Missouri Agency. They have for some time past been 
uncasy, restless, and dissatisfied with the Government, and disposed 
_ to war. The unusual amount of travel during the past year through 
the region of country claimed and occupied by the upper Sioux, has 
excited and alarmed them. The news of new gold fields, of unsur- 
passed richness, on the Salmon river and the head waters of the 
Missouri has made a highway through a part of this Territory never 
before marked by the foot-print of the white man, save an occasional 
hunter and trapper. The presence of the stranger, and this passage 
to and fro through their lands, has awakened their jealousy, and 
made them suspicious that they, too, wculd soon be crowded from 
the hunting grounds of their fathers, and be pressed farther West 
towards the setting sun. Portions of these tribes, who are friendly 
and who desire to remain at peace, are becoming intimidated by the 
more bold and lawless members of their bands, and are fast being 
won over to the views and feelings of the hostile ones. Four-Bears, 
one of the friendly Yanktonnai chiefs, was murdered last year by his 
own people, on account of his friendship for the Government. Bear’s- 
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Rib, one of the head ehiefs of the Onckpapa, and most devoted friend 
of the whites, was murdered by members of his own tribe, because 
he opposed any hostility against the United States, and consenting 
to still receive the goods brought up for distribution by Mr. Latta, 
the Indian Agent for the Upper Missouri. This year the Rees and 
Grosventres, who are located near Fort Berthold, and who are the 
most peaceful of all the upper tribes, were twice attacked in their 
own village by the Sioux, for the reason that they still hold out for 
peace, and refuse to combine with them to make war on the whites. 


The Indians were promised by the Government, that so long as 
they remained at peace, and faithfully observed their treaty stipula- 
tions, they should have aid and protection against all hostile tribes. 
How has this been observed? Experience has taught the friendly 
tribes that the greatest safety is to be found in hostility to the whites, 
—the Government having w and failed to give the friendly 
disposed Indians the promise aid. 

The hostile Indians embrace a large majority of the tribes of the 
Upper Missouri, and unless prompt measures are taken to suppress 
any uprising there, and to punish the hostile bands, we have every 
reason to expect a combination of all the numerous tribes of Dakota, 
and а general Indian war of unparalleled proportions and untold 
ferocity. ` 

We require for the purpose of giving ample security to our settle- 
ments, and to preseve peace throughout our Territory, the establish- 
meut of three military posts: One at Sioux Falls; one at or near 
Fort Berthold, and one near Fort Benton Ample protection to 
Dakota is protection to Western Minnesota, Northwestern Iowa, and 
Northern Nebraska. When Dakota is left unprotected, then the 
frontler settlements of Minfesota, Iowa and Nebraska are liable to a 
repetition of the horrible massacre which last August devastated 
two hundred miles of frontier settlements in Minnesota. This ques- 
tion of protection is vital to all frontier settlements. Without it, 
settlements must recede and not advance; with it, emigration, the 
hardy pioneer with his axe and plow, will push forward the advanced 
line of civilization and open up new lands which will furnish happy 
homes for thousands, who are now looking to the great North- West. 


I take great pleasure in informing you that I now believe that we 
are to have protection, and that a powerful expedition is now being 
organized, which will visit summary punishment upon all the hostile 
tribes, and teach them a proper respect for and fear of the authority 
of the Federal Government. Major-General John Pope, command- 


¥ 


GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. T 


ing the Department of the North-West, is fully alive to the interests 
and the military necessities of his department, and he intends that 
these Indian difficulties shall be thoroughly attended to. 


General Pope has created the first military district of his depart- 
ment, which is to embrace Dakota and a portion of North-Western 
Iowa; he has assigned to this command General John Cook, of 
Illinois, one of the heroes of Fort Donelson and Shiloh—an officer 
whose ability and gallantry in the field, are only equaled by his ex- 
ecutive talent. The appointment of General Cook to the command 
of this district is a guarantee of a prompt, vigorous and eflective 
campaign—one which shall inflict severe punishment upon a treach- 
erous foe, and give peace to our borders, and createga feeling of 
security among our people, which shall tend to the Ране and 
development of Dakota. I have dwelled at some length upon our 
Indian relations, because I consider it a matter of the most vital im- 
portance, and one that will enlist your hearty co-operation. 


At ti. last session of Congress, an appropriation was made for the 
purpose of defraying the expense of making a treaty with the Chip- 
pewa Indians, living on the Red River of the North, and, but for the 
late Indian war in Minnesota this treaty would have been made and 
that rich and fertile portion of our Territory would have been opened 
to white settlement. I trust that treaty may not long be delayed, 
thereby affording encouragement and protection to the large and re- 
munerating trade already established between that region of country 
and Saint Paul, on the Mississippi. 

I would again call to your notice some recommendations made in 
my first message to the Legislature of Dakota. I would urge that 
Congress be memorialized in reference to а geological survey of the 
Territory; to make Fort Randall the distributing post for supplying 
the forts to the west of us, and for the establishment of military 
roads from the Big Sioux River to Fort Randall, and from the Red 
River of the North to points on the Missouri river at or near Forts 
Union and Benton. The reasons for these recommendations were 
given at length in my last message, and it would seem unnecessary 
to repeat them at this time. 

It is not my intention to enlarge to you on the future of this Ter- 
ritory, and discuss the many advantages offered to those desirous of 
leaving the older States for the purpose of seeking new locations, and 
participating in the many benefits incident to a young and prosper- 
ous Territory. Dakota, unsurpassed in soil, climate and the abund- 
ance of her own resources, has already attracted the attention of the 
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whole country, and promises soon to be filled up by a hardy, indus- 
trious and intelligent: population. 

‘With a satisfactory adjustment of Indian Affairs, and the end of 
the rebellion, we shall witness the checked emigration of the past 
few years, once "more spring up, and soon the rich valleys of the 
Missouri, the Big Sioux, Dakota, Red River, and Niobrarah will be 
crowded with dense settlements, thriving towns and commercial cities. 

At the last session of Congress an.act was passed authorizing the 
construction of the Pacific Railroad. The idea of a great central 
Railway across the continent has been a popular one for some years, 
and has received the approval of the whole country. While this is 
a great епііргізе of public improvement—identified with every in- 
terest of the nation, which we, in common with others, will partici- 
pate in, yet we have every reason to expect local and immediate 
benefits to flow from its construction. Sioux City has been very 
properly Qesignated as the point from which the north branch shall 
start. We are especially interested in an amendment to the bill as 
passed, which shall require that this branch shall be located on the 
north side of the Missouri, and thence up the valley of the Niobra- 
rah тіуег to the most practicable point of connection with the maiu 
trunk. Аз the bill will be amended in many particulars at the pre- 
sent session of Congress, І think, with the proper effort, that the 
amendment which most intcrests our Territory may be carried. 

My former message contained several suggestions and reeommen- 
dations which, under the great pressure of local and general business, 
were not acted upon by the last Legislature, and as I believe some 
of them vital to the best interests of the Territory, and equally ap- 
propriate at the present time, I trust that you will give them the 
attention and consideration that you, in your wisdom, may deem 
necessary. 

I would also, most respectfully, bespeak your counsel and hearty 
co-operation in all public measures for the promotion of the general 
well-being of the Territory; and I trust that your deliberations will 

harmonious—guided by wisdom and justice. And in conclusion, 

ask you to join mein the hope that, before the coming of another’ 
egislative Assembly in your respective halls, the dark clouds of civil 
and Indian wars, which now overcast our political sky, through the 
interposition of an over-ruling Providence, will have been swept 
away forever, letting in the sunshine of peace, liberty and presperity 


upon our once more happy country. 
? Pp у WILLIAM JAYNE, 
Governor. 


